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Dorothy Smith’s Concepts of “Woman’s Standpoint”
Feminists argue that men who have a male-oriented view of the world have developed social science disciplines. Such a view examines issues in the male, public social world alone. One way to correct this male-oriented analysis has been through the development of social science from the standpoint of women. This examines and analysis viewpoints, situations, as well as experiences of women. Dorothy Smith is among the great feminist who developed such an approach by examining women's experiences, developing an analysis of everyday life and relations of ruling from the women's standpoint. Anna Julia Cooper and Well-Barnett are among the founders of black feminist sociology who used the African-American experience, considering that they were African-American women, to develop their analysis similar to Smith's approach. Also, Smith’s women stand arguments can be associated with Gunnar Myrdal’s concept of the Negro problems which explains the social problems of African Americans in a country dominated by the Whites. 
	A crucial question Smith addresses is “How would/can sociology consider a woman's standpoint?" Smith's primary concern is criticizing the view she considers to have explicitly adopted a male-centered approach supporting the governing conceptual mode. According to Smith, all knowledge is knowledge and does not matter from what standpoint and should not be male-biased. Sociology operates within a social system developed from political and economic structures (Smith, 1993). Smith questions the sociological knowledge objectivity, mainly when using concepts constructed by government practice. Smith's knowledge is on the materiality of the everyday world related to responsibilities, choices, activities, and constraints women face in life, which are the real daily social relations existing between individuals. Social theory can start from where people are instead of applying theoretical structure to demonstrate individuals' actions. There are arguments that the social world is unorganized and unformed, complicit with forces of domination, considering that these are the forces responsible for organizing lives in a particular way. This social world sees women's duties as a natural part of society instead of adding them to the culture. She continues to argue that asking questions from women's perspectives is likely to give an insight into the social institutions.  According to Smith, the minority groups have continuously experienced constant separation in the social world and only adapted to views of the dominant groups known to create oppression (Lengermann & Niebrugge, 2006). This makes the minority group feel marginalized and alienated from "true" selves. 
	Bifurcation of consciousness is a concept comprising the term bifurcation, meaning dividing into two branches. Now bifurcation of consciousness concerning Smith's standpoint theory implies a division of two modes of being for women. Sociology is considered a male-dominated field; thus, Smith argues that women need to fight to push until the roles referred to be theirs to move from the local realm of the home to that of the society (Smith, 1993). For that reason, women need to divide their consciousness into two to establish themselves as competent and knowledgeable individuals in community and sociology. Men have been acting as the subjects’ mode of governing, suppressing the locals as a source of knowledge, thus leaving the society as gender-organized. Women are anchored in a particular phase of the bifurcated world for long enough. Smith believes that there is a need to restructure sociology to ensure the repressed women’s knowledge and experiences turn into critical and active voices.     
Gunnar Myrdal explains the Negro problems an issue arising from the existence of Negroes in a nation dominated by white Americans. The domination of the whites in the nation makes it difficult for the Negroes to have the same experience of the real world just like the Negroes. The problem according to Myrdal exists everywhere when the whites come across the African Americans with a basic conflict in the mind of the white Americans from their consciousness levels and generality. The whites tend to define everything in the nation based on economic history and moral culture. The definitions and attitudes held by the white Americans greatly affect the African American’s view on the concept of self as they base it on the group they belong in. The dilemma exists in the moral integrity with a conflict between the negative attitudes towards the Negroes and the widely shared sentiments of and American ideas on mora, personal and religious levels (Myrdal, 196). The Negros problem can be related to Dorothy Smith’s concept of a Woman’s Standpoint. Dorothy Smith addressed the social issues and problems related to the existence of women in a male-dominated society. according to smith, the knowledge and opinion held by women are greatly ignored in the current society with the adoption of a male centered-approach in the current society. The problems addressed by both authors relate to different groups, their concepts share the same idea of group dominance. Just as the dominance of the whites affects and influences the lives of the Negros, the dominance of males in society also affects the opinions and standpoints of women. 
Wells-Barnett is a woman founder shaped by the discourse within the African-American community working to define itself under the conditions set by the white discourse based on racism. The society both lived in assumed that white domination and supremacy had to be confronted, considering the oppression and discrimination the African-Americans were facing at the hands of the whites. But, Wells-Barnett advocated for the rights of an African-American woman by supporting the strong and vocal movement of white anti-suffragists (Lengermann et al., 1930). Wells-Barnett views were similar to Cooper's, who created sociology from the points of a stand of the oppressed. She undertook a social analysis as part of her morally propelled resistance against oppression. Wells-Barnett began her analysis she argued that somebody needed to show the African-American race is more sinned against than sinning. Her views were similar to Smith's, considering that both were after trying to advocate for the recognition of African-American women and ensuring her views are considered. Their opinion pushed for women's rights in society through fighting against the male-dominant viewpoints that led to the segregation of women's views to situations affecting society. Together, they believed the male perspectives and decisions involving women were biased due to the lack of incorporation of women's experiences. They believe women should be incorporated actively into all societal issues because they are equally as significant as males. It can be the only way to resolve problems men cannot identify or manage. 
	In conclusion, Smith's contribution towards society involves incorporating women's viewpoints and receives support from other theorists with similar opinions. According to Smith, women live in a society where males are dominant in providing ideas and viewpoints without considering women. This makes women live in a social world where they are not heard, while their viewpoints also matter equally as those of the men. She highly advocates for a society that considers women and gives them a chance to express themselves. Her viewpoints are supported by other feminists like Cooper and Wells-Barnett, who worked together and made significant contributions towards fighting for women's rights in society. They worked towards ending women's discrimination. On the other hand, Gunnar Myrdal expresses his concern about how African-Americans are viewed in the eyes of the dominant white community. He shows how the development of African Americans is limited by the opinions and ideas of the dominant whites.  These theorists' opinions and standpoints are seen to have a significant link by attempting to uplift the minorities in a society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
References
Lemert, C. (Ed.). (2016). Social Theory: The Multicultural, Global, and Classic Readings. Hachette UK.
Lengermann, P. M., & Niebrugge, G. (2006). The women founders: Sociology and social theory 1830–1930, a text/reader. Waveland Press.
Lengermann, P. M., Niebrugge-Brantley, J., Lengermann, P. M., & Niebrugge-Brantley, J. (1830). Anna Julia Cooper (1858–1964) and Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862–1931)—The foundations of Black feminist sociology. The women founders: Sociology and social theory, 1930, 149-192.
Smith, D. (1993). Knowing a society from within: A woman's standpoint. Ch. Lemert (Ed.), Social Theory. The Multicultural and Classic Readings, Boulder, etc.(Westview Press) 1993, pp. 423-424.
